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velop toward veracity. By a singular mirage, we
believe the contrary. We are almost all con-
vinced that the primitive peoples were more
refractory to falsehood, and more devoted to
goodness.

And yet the history of falsehood through the
ages constantly denies this belief. Above all,
it proves that the legendary virtue of the idyllic
days is but a legend.

Primitive or savage peoples, warlike or nomad
tribes, have always had a marked partiality for
deceit. The Greeks, whom we like to regard as
the ideal type of the nations, had a very mitigated
respect for sincerity. The gods deceive men and,
moreover, deceive one another. The principal
heroes of Homer lie like the financial prospectuses
of our own times. The wise Ulysses is an incor-
rigible teller of falsehoods. Pallas Athena gives
us to understand that she loves him for that very
reason. The other deities practise the same lax
morality. Oaths are violated with extraordinary
indifference. Men set little value on honesty, for
the gods themselves favour liars.

The Gospels, doubtless under the influence of
the period, have not broken away from falsehood.
In Genesis, the Lord reserves a wealth of indulgence
for the lie of Isaac. In Kings, Jehovah has